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NONCONT'ORMING USE REGTII,ATIONS
1601. INTENT.

A. The regulations set forth below are intended to provide for the continuation of non-conforming

uses,

structures and lots created by the adoption of this ordinance.
uses and structures will be generally permitted to remain; the purpose of regulating
them is to restrict any further investment in uses or structures which are inappropriate to their locations.

B. Non-conforming

C. To avoid undue hardship, nothing in this Ordinance shall be deemed to require a change in plans,
construction or intended use of any building on which actual construction was lawfully begun prior to
the effective date, or amendmen! of this Ordinance and onwhich actual building construction ha's been
diligently carried on.
1602. NON.CONTORMING USES OR STRUCTT]RES.

A. Continuation.
The lauftrl use of a building or land existing on the effective date of this Ordinance, or authorized by
a building permit issued prior thereto, may be continued, although such use does not conform with the
provisions of this Ordinance.

B. Extension of buildings.

A builrling that

houses a non-conforming use may be extended only one time

in accordance with the

following regulations:

1. The extension must be approved by the /5nin9 Hearing Board as a special exception.
Board, in granting such special exceptions, may impose other requirements on
of
a
building
housing a non-conforming ulie so that the extended building will conform
the extension
Bulk Regulations and Design Standards which apply in the district in
to
the
Area
and
in all respects
located.
the
building
is
which

2. The Z.oningHearing

3.

The extension shall not represent more than a twenty-five peroent (EVo) increase in total floor area.

C. Changes in use.

of a building or land may be changed to a non-conforming use of the same or
another non-conforming use which is more closely conforming to the character and regulations of the
ToringDistria in which they are located.

A non-conforming

use

D. Restoration of non-confoming buililings

A lau/fuI nonconforming building or structure which has been de,stroyed by fire or some other calamity
to an €xtent of not more than fifty percent (sovo) of ia fair market \ralue, may be restored in the same
locations, provided:

l.

The restored building or structure shall not exceed the prior nonconformities as to height' area or
bulk of the damaged or destroyed building or structure.
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Restoration shall begin within one (1) year from the date of damage or destruction and shall be
carried on without intemrption.

E. Discontinuance.
If an owner of a building or land which is occupied by a non-conforming use desires to discontinue such
use for an extended period of time but intends to resume such use at a later date, he shall apply to the
Board in writing for a @rtificate of Continuance, stating the reasons for and duration of the
discontinuance and the date upon which such use will be resumed. Certificates shall be granted for a
period of up to six (6) nonths and may be renewed for one additional six-month period upon
reapplication.
1603. ABANDONMENT.

If the non-conforming use of land or building oeases or is discontinued for a continuous period of one (1)
year or more and no certificate has been granted, subsequent use of such building or land shall be in
conformity with the provisions of this Ordinance, unless 1as Znning Hearing Board shall authorize as a
special exception the resumption of the discontinued use. If a oertificate and renewal are granted and nonconforming use is not resumed, the subsequent use shall be in conformity.
16M. NON.CONT'ORMING LOTS OT RECORD.

A. A building

may be erected or altered on any lot held at the effective date of this Ordinance in single xa6
separate ovmership which is not of the required mini6g6 area, or width, or is of such unusual
dimensions that the owner would have difEorlty in providing the required open spaces for the district

in which such lot is situated, provided a \nariance is authorized by the Zoning Hearing Board, and
provided further that the applicant does not os,n or mntrol other adjoining property sufficient to enable
him to comply with the provisions of this Ordinance as amended and providing further that said lot vas
in conformance with the previous hnngOrdinance.

B. ln considering a variance to permit erection or alteration of a building on a lot non-conforming as to
area and width regulations, the Zoning Hearing Board shall impose the following additional
requirements:

1. That the use of the non-conforming lot shall

be required to conform to the permitted uses within the

district in which the non-conforming lot lies.

2.

'ITnat the building height shall be restricted to the specified for other buildinp within the district in
which the non-conforming lot lies.

1605. NON.CONX'ORMING SIGNS.

A. Any sign, signboard, billboard, or advertising

device existing at the time of the passage of this Ordinance
that does not confonn with the regulations of the district in which it is located shall be oonsidered a nonconforming sign and maybe used in its existing location provided it is maintained in good condition and

repair at

all

ir"es.

signs once removed may be reptaced only with conforming signs; however, legal nonconforming signs may be repainted or, after issue of a permiq repaired or modernized provided that such
repair or modernized siga does not exoeed the dimensions of the existing sign.

B. Non-conforming
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